Hr krds ! Tm ready #o fell you all about
my book, "Ber/ioz, he Bear." I hope you
are inferested in how books are made,
I know many of yoy fike fo wrife and
draw, foo. My littie character, Hedgie,
/5 here fo fell Hidbits aiso.

dief Cold
and A J'HJ‘“-E‘E

This is what happened. I was lisfening fo a  Boston Symphony Orchestra concert.
My husband Joe plays with BSO. While I was wafching, Toe and alf the double
basses began fo play loudly. T thought, "fhat is a large insfrument,really huge.
Semething couid fit right inside.” Then I noticed #he carved “F* holes in the ffont
of Joe's bass. It would have fo be a small Something. A mouse ? A caterpiller?
Music does fhat. Tt leads one's fhoughts fo inferesting places.

All this fook place af an outdoor concert at Tanglewood, the Boston Symphony’s
summer home. Afterward the mysicians were falking about their insfryments.
I asked doe if nis double bass changed with tne weatner- He Jooked concerned.
“Jan " he said, miy bass Is j00 years old. Sometimes the wood dries out and
craeks . Then it makes 8 buzz . “ "A loud buzz ?* 1 asked, * +hat people can hear?

At that moment T knew what kind of creaiure might live in g double bass,
and my story had begun .
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I named Berlioz the bear affera french composer. Heetor
Berligz. If you want fo hedrsome music #hat he wrote,my favorite
is "The Hangatian March'. Thisis now fo pronounce his

namea : BEAR-LEE-QZE (ihe last partrhymes

with +oes)
Just remember thera is g "bear"in Berlioz .

Crenting the character of Berfioz was easy. T just fook my
husband,dae, and lengthened his nose. When it was Jong enough
I added a biack bear nose fip. Then I moved fis ears sp and rounded
Fhem. Last of all, T covered him with thick fur.

I exaggerated Joe's personality for my book. He's enthusigstic
and he fries hard 1o make things go well. I made Berlioz even more
S0. When everyfhing goes wrang, Beriioz $tuggles 7o controf
Aimself. He fugs his ears.

People may use body langudge
fo exprass fhemsSelves. Watehing
people skip with lighthearfedness,
gnash their feeth because they're
frustrated, or pop their eyes with
surprise gives me ideas for my
animal characters.

T wanteq each membar of
Berlioz's band o look different. T
asked five members of the Boston
Symphony Opehestra 4o halp me .
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Tom Marti is tall and lanky. His red Martha Babeock is actually a cellisé with
hairsels him apdre from 1hé ofherbears.  +he 850 not a french-hord player. I faund
1 tried 4o captdre fis droll humor. it wasny easy 1o puf dimples on @ begr.

5.

Tom Gauger is a perci ;‘#'EFFEQ" Seigel is married 1o Martha.He
handsorme and d good spord. seems wnflappable. Thats why he's
reading a book afferhe Card gets sfuck.

Eﬁﬁ‘g?ﬁ

T fook off Joa's glasses and mustache
when he became BerfioZ .

Normgn Bolter s eyébrows are 5o
expressive, I wantag him for a bear.
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_A painting overa window in Bavarid

T had a story idea and animal characters.
Nexd, T would need a seting forthem .

I remembered @ place where T had seen an
outdoor band concert. It was in Bavaria,a parfof
Germany ,and I promised myself #hat someday 1
would put it in @ book . The buildings were painfed
wrth decorations and seenes from stories. Every
window had a flawer box.In the fown square,
There was a fountain lef# over from the olden
days where the animals camme fo drink - Instead
of fearing it down, the townspeople planted
a garden around it.

I went back toBavarig to skefch and fobring back igeas
for Rerlinz the Begr. We passed many beautifal farms. I
found most of #he animals that appear in my book. If you fook |8
closely at the mule you can find bis name .T# means “siowly*m |
Tighan. But one of the amimal$ 18 from oar neighborhood. She's
an elegant sehnauzer named Grefchen. Her ralatives come
From Germany, so I put herin my baok, 00. I hope you like
Saying ‘Schnauzet” as much 45 T do.

|

ke plowporse

doe and 1 sampled yummy German
Sausages, bread and cheese . One special
sausage is called Weisswurst. It look$ fike a
small pale hotdog. Aecording ta custom you
should eat Weisswurst before noon. Tn the
borders of BerlinZ, you ean €€ what happens
when g rabbit is fempted by 4 sausage .

W Zu Fatdig
e means tee fob
ALy, 0 Germrad

Page four of five pages
Next Page

Berlioz's Bass Coloring Page

Home Page

Click herefor afree subscription to janbrett.com

© Jan Brett 1996-2001


http://www.janbrett.com/index.html
http://www.janbrett.com/list/subscribe.htm

Oar last challange was #inding a bandwagon forthe musicians. Happily on the
[ast day of 04k frip we Saw one i g 10lk art museqs. The musedm care taker
didn't approve of #he way we ook _our pholographs - it wasn't vary dignitied.
But 1 needed to record the cart From all angies for the book. When I got home,
T fook ry phoios 1o an darchitect. He made a seale model out of cardboard
for me fo draw .
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